
Did you know…these inconvenient facts? 

The Declaration of Independence implicitly supports the right of secession: 

“Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 

the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of the 

ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 

Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such 

form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.”(US 1776) 

The Tenth Amendment to the Constitution implicitly supports the right of 

secession as it states that “powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 

or to the people.”(U.S. Const. amend. X)  Therefore, should the population of a state 

vote to secede, the state can claim its Constitutional right to do so. 

A principal reason for the invasion of the South was caused by Lincoln’s fear that 

Southern secession would bankrupt the North. When a member of Lincoln’s cabinet 

suggested he let the South go in peace, Lincoln famously replied, “Let the South go? 

Where, then, would we get our revenue!” 

The Southern States’ grievances against the North paralleled those of the 

Founding Fathers’ against Great Britain and led to the Revolutionary War.  “Any 

government that forces a region to pay 3/4ths of the country’s taxes then turns around 

and spends 3/4ths of the tax money in a different region for the benefit of those who 

demanded the taxes but pay little themselves—is a thief and far worse tyranny than 

Great Britain in 1776.” (Gene Kizer, Jr. “Slavery Was Not the Cause of the War 

Between the States; The Irrefutable Argument”. Charleston Athenaeum Press, 2014) 

Abraham Lincoln was not an abolitionist.  He used slavery as a ruse for invading 

the South. “If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the 

same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in this 

struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could 

save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all 

the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I 

would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I 

believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe 

it would help to save the Union.”  – Abraham Lincoln, August 22, 1862 

Slavery was legal in the United States and had been since the nation was formed, 

more than.  If any flag should be viewed as a racist and a reminder of slavery it should 

be the flag of the United States of America.  

Lincoln didn’t believe blacks should have the same rights as whites. 

Though Lincoln argued that the founding fathers’ phrase “All men are created equal” 

applied to blacks and whites alike, this did not mean he thought they should have the 

same social and political rights. His views became clear during an 1858 series of 



debates with his opponent in the Illinois race for U.S. Senate, Stephen Douglas, who 

had accused him of supporting “negro equality.” In their fourth debate, at Charleston, 

Illinois, on September 18, 1858, Lincoln made his position clear. “I will say then that I 

am not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political 

equality of the white and black races,” he began, going on to say that he opposed 

blacks having the right to vote, to serve on juries, to hold office and to intermarry with 

whites. What he did believe was that, like all men, blacks had the right to improve their 

condition in society and to enjoy the fruits of their labor. In this way they were equal to 

white men, and for this reason slavery was inherently unjust. 

Emancipation was a military policy.  
As much as he hated the institution of slavery, Lincoln didn’t see the Civil War as a 
struggle to free the nation’s 4 million slaves from bondage. Emancipation, when it came, 
would have to be gradual, and the important thing to do was to prevent the Southern 
rebellion from severing the Union permanently in two. But as the Civil War entered its 
second summer in 1862, thousands of slaves had fled Southern plantations to Union 
lines, and the federal government didn’t have a clear policy on how to deal with them. 
Emancipation, Lincoln saw, would further undermine the Confederacy while providing 
the Union with a new source of manpower to crush the rebellion. 

The Emancipation Proclamation didn’t actually free any of the slaves. 

Since Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation as a military measure, it didn’t 

apply to northern states or border slave states like Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and 

Missouri, all of which had remained loyal to the Union. Lincoln also exempted selected 

areas of the Confederacy that had already come under Union control in hopes of 

gaining the loyalty of whites in those states. In practice, then, the Emancipation 

Proclamation didn’t immediately free a single slave, as the only places it applied were 

places where the federal government had no control—the Southern states currently 

fighting against the Union.  Consequently it can be argued that the Emancipation 

Proclamation was a foreign policy targeted at another sovereign, independent nation, 

The Confederate States of America! 

Lincoln thought colonization, the relocation of all Negroes out of the USA, could 
resolve the issue of slavery.  
For much of his career, Lincoln believed that colonization—or the idea that a majority of 
the African-American population should leave the United States and settle in Africa or 
Central America—was the best way to confront the problem of slavery. His two great 
political heroes, Henry Clay and Thomas Jefferson, had both favored colonization; both 
were slave owners who took issue with aspects of slavery but saw no way that blacks 
and whites could live together peaceably. Lincoln first publicly advocated for 
colonization in 1852, and in 1854 said that his first instinct would be “to free all the 
slaves, and send them to Liberia” (the African state founded by the American 
Colonization Society in 1821).  Nearly a decade later, even as he edited the draft of the 
preliminary Emancipation Proclamation in August of 1862, Lincoln hosted a delegation 
of freed slaves at the White House in the hopes of getting their support on a plan for 



colonization in Central America. Given the “differences” between the two races and the 
hostile attitudes of whites towards blacks, Lincoln argued, it would be “better for us both, 
therefore, to be separated.” Lincoln’s support of colonization provoked great anger 
among black leaders and abolitionists, who argued that African-Americans were as 
much natives of the country as whites, and thus deserved the same rights. After he 
issued the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln never again publicly 
mentioned colonization, and a mention of it in an earlier draft was deleted by the time 
the final proclamation was issued in January 1863. 

Other Presidents realize that slavery was never the reason for the USA’s invasion 

of the CSA.  President Woodrow Wilson stated in 1902, “The role of slavery became 

the proclaimed cause of the Civil War because it was necessary to put the South at a 

moral disadvantage by transforming the contest from a war for independence into a war 

waged for the maintenance and extension of slavery.” If slavery was all the Southern 

states wanted, they could have kept it without a war or firing a shot." 

 

“Robert E. Lee vigorously opposed slavery and as early as 1856 made this 

statement: "There are few, I believe, in this enlightened age, who will not acknowledge 

that slavery as an institution is a moral and political evil." Lee also knew that the use of 

slaves was coming to an end. Cyrus McCormick’s 1831 invention of the mule-drawn 

mechanical reaper sounded the death knell for the use of slave labor. Before the Civil 

War began, 250,000 slaves had already been freed.  

 

Robert E. Lee did not own slaves, but many Union generals did. When his father-in-

law died, Lee took over the management of the plantation his wife had inherited and 

immediately began freeing the slaves. By the time Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation in 1863, every slave in Lee’s charge had been freed. Notably, some Union 

generals didn’t free their slaves until the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment in 

1868.”  Source: http://www.lewrockwell.com/ 

Slavery was not confined to the South.  Many Northern civilians owned slaves. Prior 
to, during and even after the War Of Northern Aggression.  

Surprisingly, to many history impaired individuals, most Union Generals and staff had 
slaves to serve them! William T. Sherman had many slaves that served him until well 
after the war was over and did not free them until late in 1865.  

U.S. Grant also had several slaves, who were only freed after the 13th amendment in 
December of 1865. When asked why he didn't free his slaves earlier, Grant stated 
"Good help is so hard to come by these days."  

Contrarily, Confederate General Robert E. Lee freed his slaves (which he never 
purchased - they were inherited) in 1862!!! Lee freed his slaves several years before the 

http://www.lewrockwell.com/orig/jarvis10.html


war was over, and considerably earlier than his Northern counterparts. And during the 
fierce early days of the war when the South was obliterating the Yankee armies!  

Lastly, and most importantly, why did NORTHERN States outlaw slavery only AFTER 
the war was over? The so-called "Emancipation Proclamation" of Lincoln only gave 
freedom to slaves in the SOUTH! NOT in the North!   And the state of Delaware 
rejecting the 13th Amendment in December of 1865 and did not ratify it (13th 
Amendment / free the slaves) until 1901! Source: http://www.rulen.com/myths/ 

Slaves were never transported on any ship under the flags of the CSA!  Quite to 
the contrary, virtually all slaves came in through the ports of the New England states, 
particularly Boston and New York. 

Slave ownership in the South was extremely limited.  No more than six percent of 
Southerners were slave owners. 

http://www.rulen.com/myths/

